October 13th, 2002
Hi Gavin,

First, I will tell you about the progress of your VA registration. Everything is going fine. As I have already mentioned, I sent the relevant information to them plus the website address. They replied the next working day saying that they were collecting the necessary documents for registration. They are getting on to it immediately and do not seem to be having any problems. I will keep you informed, though I don’t know when that will be. CUHK may not reply again until the process is completed.

The weather is beginning to cool down a bit and is also becoming drier. I am beginning to think of the hikes/runs in the cooler season. Not many people using the pool now. I notice that it is a little bit cold on getting in to the water, but the temperatures are very good for swimming. I am doing about 1100 metres 3 times a week. In the gym for 2 days; I have not been doing much aerobic work there – just a little running and rowing – as I think that has been making me tired. 

Last Sunday the PLA had its annual open day on Stonecutters Island (actually it is no longer an island, as reclamation in the harbour has connected the mainland to the island). A lot of people there looking over the ships and watching the performances. This year they also included samples of PLA food for the public to eat! Good idea! Actually, they seen to organise the day very well and it is good PR for the PLA. Also in HK, people are being afflicted by flesh-eating flies!! The flies lay eggs in open places like the mouth, nose and ears. The eggs hatch and the maggots use the surrounding flesh as food!! Not as bad as it sounds though. Quite easily treated and only 2 people (elderly) have been affected. 

The Asian Games continues (which, last week, I mistakenly called the East Asian games). See bits of it on TV. What is noticeable are the empty stands – very few attending. Li Lai San won another gold medal for HK in the ladies’ windsurfing. Apparently she was in severe pain for all the 11 (?) days of the competition with abdominal colic (pain from too much gas). She wasn’t able to receive her medal but had to come back to HK to enter hospital. Serious, but not life-threatening. I’m wondering if she had the same kind of problem that I have mentioned after eating out occasionally? I looked up the disorder on the Internet but have not had enough time to read through all the material. Back to the games. There has been a lot of controversy in the boxing events with accusations of 2 or 3 countries being favoured and even with referees stopping bouts for no obvious reasons. The president of the International Amateur Boxing Association is absolutely furious about what is going on. 

You may have read about the North Koreans kidnapping Japanese citizens about 20 years ago to force them into training spies in the Japanese language and culture. They would send ‘fishing vessels’ over to Japan, and then landing parties would kidnap people nearby. Well, as a result of a recent visit to North Korea by the Japanese Prime Minister, some (?all the surviving ones) are to be allowed back to Japan. More North Koreans in China are still scaling walls into foreign embassy compounds in Beijing seeking asylum. Most of them end up in South Korea. 

Last thursday was October 10th – the double 10th. This is Taiwan’s National Day and commemorates the founding of modern China by Sun Yat Sen. Apparently there is a small house in Tuen Mun where Sun used to live. The double 10th is not celebrated as much now in HK. I remember when I first came to HK and was teaching at a school in the middle of resettlement housing blocks, there would be hundreds of flags flying for several weeks from flats – either Taiwan’s flag or (Communist) China’s flag. (As China’s national day is October 1st, the flag flying overlapped.) There was a lot of tension in those days between the Nationalists (Taiwan) and the Communists which sometimes erupted into violence. 

Have just heard on the radio of the huge bomb explosion in Bali, probably a terrorist attack. The number of deaths was mentioned to be 150! 

The America’s Cup competitions have been underway in Auckland for some weeks now. There are 9 boats at present fighting it out to decide who will meet NZ, the defenders of the Cup, in the finals next February. In the first round, the 9 boats have to sail against each other once. Each race has just 2 yachts. There are boats from UK, Sweden, USA (3 boats), Italy (2 boats), France and Switzerland. The Swiss boat is doing the best at the moment – it’s skipper is Russell Coutts, the skipper of the boat in last NZ defence when they beat the Italian challenger 5 – 0. (Surprising too how may NZers are in the crews of most boats.) Anyway, after the first round, there is a second round with the top boats in the first round competing again to decide the eventual challenger. Have seen some of the races on the TV sports’ channels and have looked up the main website. This competition is proving to be an economic bonanza for NZ. Also read that NZ even has a special “Minister for the America’s Cup”!!

This year’s Nobel peace prize was awarded last week to Jimmy Carter. A good choice, I think. He has done a lot of good work since he left office in 1980 after just one term. (He was beaten by Ronald Reagan.) He has probably achieved more out of office than as president. Interesting that the issues of “human rights” which is so important in politics now was begun by Carter. He won the prize over 155 others – a record number of contenders, which included the new president of Afghanistan. 

The Westminster Abbey choir is coming to HK in a few weeks. On friday evening, there was a 1-hour radio programme of singing by the choir. They sang some works that you would have sung at Christ’s College (and are on your CD) including the 23rd Psalm (“The Lord is my Shepherd”). “I vow to thee my country”. “I would be true” and the “Old Hundredth” (“All people that on Earth do dwell …”). A very interesting programme. I like that kind of singing. Was thinking of you when they sang songs that were on your CD. 

An interesting TV documentary on skyscrapers. Something I didn’t know was that a very large skyscraper was to have been built in HK but was switched to Shanghai. The building is 1200 metres (4000 feet which is higher than Tai Mo Shan – can you believe it!!) and will be home for 100 000 people. On TV, they showed a view of HK with the building superimposed – looked very much out of place, sticking up way above the surrounding hills. Work has already begun on the building. Unusual shape – like an elongated oval (much like the old V2 rockets). To design it, the architects looked to nature. The building has foundations like the roots of a tall tree and it is sitting in a structure like half a lemon. (Because of its cellular structure, a lemon is hard to squash and so can absorb a lot of shock; hence the shock of an earthquake should be absorbed by the ‘lemon’ structure before reaching the building. )

Quite a lot this week. Will send more on the holiday in a separate letter. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad
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